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Khan when the latter called on him and thus cripple
him for ever; but considering this as against the recognized
principles of chivalry, he allowed him to go to his camp.
First, Nizamu'1-Mulk tried to gain his end by conciliatory
means. He sent his Darogha, Yusuf Muhammad Khan, the
author of Tdrikh-i-Fathiyah, noted for his plausibility, to
persuade Dost Muhammad Khan to come to terms with
him and to desist from harrying the Imperial territory. Dost
Muhammad Khan's advisers urged him not to give way
easily. Their expectation was that Nizamu'1-Mulk, in view
of the need of his immediate presence at the capital, would
not be able to stay long enough to lay siege or conduct
regular operations in Malwa. Probably this accounts for Dost
Muhammad Khan's throwing a strong garrison into the fortress
of Islamnagar with plenty of munitions and grain to compel
Nizamu'1-Mulk to relinquish his attempt. But the latter laid
siege with his usual resolution for two months and finally
reduced the fortress. Dost Muhammad Khan offered his
submission and was given the rank of 3,000 zat, 2,000 horse.
His son, Yar Muhammad Khan, accompanied him to Delhi
and thence to the Deccan. 'Azimullah Khan, cousin of
Nizamu'1-Mulk, was posted in Ujj'ain as deputy Governor of
Malwa.

Nizamu'1-Mulk now turned towards the capital which he
reached on the 3rd July 1723. He again made every effort
to reform the corrupt Court of Delhi. He tried to rouse the
Emperor from his indolence and wean him from the com-
pany of his base associates. The Emperor's mistress, Koki,
the eunuch, Khitmatgar Khan, Zafar Khan and Roshanu'd-
Daulah thwarted him at every step and poisoned the mind
of the Emperor against him. None among them possessed
any discernible virtue except a capacity for intrigue. They
all set to work to counteract the measures of Nizamu'1-Mulk.
They had completely failed in their design to set him at
variance with a man of such vast resources as Haider Quli
Khan and thus get rid of him for some considerable
time. Nizamu'l-Mulk's victory put the courtiers in a false
position. Their calculations proved to be wrong. Now, again
they were apprehensive of being eclipsed by his powerful
personality.